Dear Editor, We appreciate the interest manifested by Dr. Syrmos for the published works on the "Minoan microcephalus of Zakros" [1] . The author reviewed several papers on this subject including our own. However, we would like to urge caution against the misconception that the microcephalic from Crete would belong to the species Homo floresiensis, an entirely different species than Homo sapiens to which the Cretan microcephalus naturally belongs. H. floresiensis is a fossil hominid which lived on the Indonesian island of Flores and that went extinct around 12,000 BCE [2] . The Cretan microcephalus, on the other hand, neither is a fossil human nor originates from Flores. There is no scientist who suggested a connection between the two islands as seems to be suggested by the author. Modern Cretans all belong to H. sapiens and so did the inhabitants of Crete during the proto-historical times. The author seems to have overlooked the fact that the papers he cited used the Cretan microcephalus in their studies on H. floresiensis to test the hypothesis that the fossil human from Flores suffered from a form of microcephaly or another neurodevelopmental disorder.
Furthermore, although the microcephalic individual from Cave Malakari on Crete is often referred to as "Minoan", in reality, it belongs to the Protogeometric period, dated at about 3,000 BP [3, 4] . His burial and the excellent status of his dentition suggest that he was subject to a special treatment, considering the generally bad condition of adult dentition of contemporary individuals. Therefore, further research on this particular specimen might reveal interesting insights into the treatment of microcephalic children in protohistoric societies.
